
703THE EXAMINERS OF THE FUTURE.

principal are ; diminution in the number of the corpuscles;
augmentation of their size-such increase being, however,
insufficient to compensate for their diminution in number ; I
a greater fixity of their morphological elements ; and, finally,
very probably a diminution in the circulatory activity. 

!

WE are not surprised to hear that the keen regard to
their own interests which has ever characterised the Council

of the College of Surgeons as a body has recently taken
alarm at the possible loss which may accrue to the existing
Court of Examiners by the carrying into effect of the pro-
visions of the proposed Conjoint Scheme. The committee

of the Council appointed to draw up the amended bye-laws,
of which Mr. HILTON is chairman, obtained counsel’s opinion
so long ago as December, 1871, setting forth that, in their

opinion, the College charter required that the examiners in

Surgery, under the Conjoint Scheme, should be appointed
from the members of the Court of Examiners of the College;
and on Thursday last an attempt was made to carry a reso-
lution to this effect through the Council; but we are happy
to learn that better counsels prevailed, and that the ques-
tion has been postponed sine clie.
We have not had the advantage of seeing the " case" on

which counsel gave their opinion, nor do we know the

grounds on which it is based; but a careful perusal of the
College charters shows that, if it is lawful for the College
to join other bodies in the proposed Conjoint Scheme, there
is nothing to prevent examiners being chosen as may be
most advisable. Section 20 of the charter of 1843 provides
only that "there shall be ten examiners of Surgeons" ;......
and "that all future examiners of the said College shall
be elected by the Council of the College, either from the
members of the Council or from the other fellows of the
said College, or from both or either of them." Now, it is

proposed in the new Scheme to have eight examiners in
Surgery and eight in Anatomy and Physiology; and if the
College of Surgeons’ charters are really as inelastic as is
supposed, it would be easy to arrange that the eight ex-
aminers in Surgery, and two of the examiners in Anatomy
and Physiology, should be elected by the Council of the

College on the nomination of the Committee of Reference.
The College of Surgeons is doubtless in the dilemma that

it will have to keep up a Court of Examiners for the Fellow-

ship, and these examiners will have, as heretofore, to examine
in Anatomy and Physiology, as well as Surgery. Now a

man may be a very good examiner in Surgery, but con-
fessedly unfit to examine in Anatomy and Physiology, and
vice vers&acirc;; and we should greatly regret to have this prac-
tical inconvenience perpetuated in connexion with the Con-
joint Scheme. For the purposes of that examination we

ought to have the best examiners in Surgery and the best
examiners in Anatomy and Physiology that can be disco-
vered ; and if the Council of the College of Surgeons chooses
to make these gentlemen members of its own Court, well
and good; but we protest against the idea of making a
membership of that Court, subject as it is to all the private
influences which govern College elections, a necessary step-
ping-stone to the post of examiner under the Conjoint
Scheme.

Medical Annotations.
"Ne quid nimis."

LONDON AND COUNTRY DOCTORS.

SOME year or two ago we called attention, under the
heading "Noblesse oblige," to the objectionable custom
pursued by some London doctors of attempting to form a
professional connexion around a country residence occupied
presumably for non-professional purposes. We regret to
have to recur to the subject, but numerous complaints reach
us from time to time of the injury, both in pocket and re-
putation, sustained by many highly respectable prac-
titioners in the suburbs of London through the increasing
custom, as it appears, of metropolitan hospital physicians
and surgeons laying themselves out systematically for

country patients in their immediate neighbourhood. One
can easily understand that such a ruralising consultee

may be asked by a neighbouring practitioner occasionally
to see a patient with him for a couple of guineas, and this
both for the patient’s and doctor’s own satisfaction and
assistance; but the case is very different when the physician
or surgeon takes care to let it be known among his more
affluent neighbours that he is not averse from receiving them
and their guineas before going to town, or after an early
return from his metropolitan duties. Suburban prac-
titioners have become accustomed to their patients taking
furtive and not always very charitable opinions as to the
treatment they are being subjected to, but the trouble and
fatigue of a journey to town necessarily impose a whole-
some check upon the practice. If, however, physicians are
to be in constant and regular attendance upon their country
neighbours, at ordinary rates of remuneration or less, the
pleasant relations hitherto existing between consultees and
their professional brethren will be likely to undergo serious
modifications.

PUBLIC MORTUARIES.

WE are almost tired of calling attention-which we do
periodically-to the great want of public mortuaries in
London, a city where the dead not unfrequently number a,
couple of thousand weekly. That we should not have any
public mortuaries is a scandalous outrage on decency, but,
unfortunately, some of our vestrymen care little for decency
if it clashes with the ratepayer’s pocket. In every parish in
London almost there is a disused graveyard, so that there
ought to be no difficulty in obtaining sites for buildings
where the dead of the poor might await burial. We re-
member an undertaker of the advertising class who headed
a placard, which announced the cheapness of his funeral
pomps, with these words printed in letters an inch long, so
that those who ran might read: 11 What a nuisance a corpse
is to lodgers this hot weather." There was little enough de-
cency in the announcement, which was calculated to shock
refined readers, but it was nevertheless true; and those who
trouble themselves but little with the sufferings of their
poor neighbours little think how terribly grim these suffer-
ings become when death visits some cooped-up family, and
the dead and living have to dwell for days in the same room.
Any philanthropist who would build a mortuary on one of
the sites we have indicated would confer an untold blessing
upon the poor in his district.
At an inquest lately held by Dr. Lankester on the body

of a man who died in a common lodging-house near Gray’s-
inn-road, it appeared that the deceased had been left for
thirty hours in the lodging-house, and the landlord explained
that although he was subject to a penalty for keeping a
corpse in his house for more than twenty-four hours, yet he
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was helpless in the matter, there being no public mortuary case of those who have reached middle age. In the case of
to which a body might be removed. " When he applied young men, or in those who are leading an active out-
to the relieving officer’s assistant, he was treated very door life and possess a vigorous appetite, alcohol is quite
harshly ; as it was, the three men who slept in the same unnecessary as a rule, and only useful under exceptional
room refused to go to bed while the body was there, circumstances. It must not be forgotten, too, that there
and remained up all night, and therefore could not are great differences in individual constitutions in regard
work the next day." The coroner explained that the to the consumption of alcohol: while a moderate use of

workhouse mortuary was the property of the guardians, wine agrees with most people, the smallest quantity of it
and was for the dead in the workhouse, and that when the disagrees with others. One of the great requirements of
guardians allowed dead to be removed to it from outside the present day is a cheap and pleasant beverage, free from
they did so as a favour, and it ought to be recognised alcohol, of which persons engaged in urban pursuits can
as such. "Notwithstanding that, the vestry ought to partake ad libitum during the summer in this country.
provide a mortuary for the public, which was imperative, No practice is more injurious than that of having recourse
not only in St. Andrew’s, but in every other parish not pro- to what people please to term H nip" of brandy in the
vided with one. If a fever was to break out in some of the interval between meals. The appetite is impaired and the
confined portions of the parish, and, in the absence of proper digestion seriously deranged by such a practice, to say
mortuary accommodation, the bodies were left in the sleep- nothing of the fact that "it grows by what it feeds on,"
ing and dwelling rooms of the poor, the results would be and a constant craving for alcoholic stimulants is soon

frightful, for the contagious disease might spread not only engendered. We should be inclined to recommend, in a
through the parish, but perhaps all through London." All future campaign, a trial of cocoa or chocolate as a more
this is, of course, self-evident, but it would seem, as is portable and nutritious beverage for our soldiers than cold
usually the case, that what is everybody’s business is no- tea, which is not a very palatable or an entirely unobjection-
body’s business. able drink to many people.
The Mile-end Old Town board of guardians have also -

lately had the subject of mortuaries brought under their THE DISPENSARIES AND HOSPITAL SUNDAY.
consideration by Dr. Snell. The clerk stated that" the guar- St. George’sdianshad no power to erect a mortuary as suggested, nor THE St. George’s and St. James’s General Dispensary,
was there any law to compel the master to admit a corpse,  their annual report, complain that the establishment ofnor were the guardians compelled to allow inquests to be the Hospital Sunday 11 has seriously diminished the income,
held in the workhouse" compelled two inquests two be 

not only of this, but of most of the metropolitan dispen-
The sooner we have places where the dead may repose in in consequence of the way in which its funds have

decency, and in which coroner’s inquiries may be held, the been distributed. The sum allotted to this charity was

better. If the teetotalers, in the course of their agitation, only &pound; 25 11s. ld., and the clergy generally feel a disinclina-

would agitate in order that Crowner’s quest law should no tion to give additional sermons after having preached for the

longer be administered in a pot-house, they would serve Hospital Sunday." A similar complaint finda expression, we

their cause, and all sensible people would, so far, be with believe, in the report of the Holloway and North Islington
them. 

’ 

Dispensary. The committee of St. George’s and St. James’s 
&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash; 

Dispensary also regret thats the committee of the Sunday
BOHEA VERSUS BRANDY. Hospital Fund, in its report, attempts to disparage free

IT is well known that during both the Red River Expedi- dispensaries as distinguished from provident ones. The 
tion and that on the Gold Coast, tea was the beverage dispensaries may feel reassured after the discussion of

recommended for the soldier, to the exclusion of all alcoholic 
their claims at the Mansion House, and the determination 

.

liquors. -nr - incurred a certain amount of hostile criticism 
of the Council that hospitals and dispensaries should receiveliquors. We incurred a certain amount of hostile criticism . in the ratio to their respective expenditures.

by hinting that it might be egpedient, if not actually neces- 
in the same ratio to their respective expenditures. It is to

sary, to issue an allowance of spirit to troops in the field be hoped that neither the Council of the Hospital Sunday 
under certain circumstances. We took care to guard our- Fandnorthe Distribution Committee will for the present
selves against being thought to advocate the indiscriminate 

exercise their critical faculty any further in regard to theselves against being thought to advocate the indiscriminate  ,...’’.-....-. ,
issue of a spirit ration to men of all ages and under all and 

merits of the different kinds of institutiona receiving awards

every condition of climate and service, but we nevertheless from the Fund. The Fund is too young yet to make criti-held that soldiers would probably have been benefited by cism prudent, and the experience of the Council as a col-a moderate allowance of probably have hard day’s march lective body is, as yet, too slight to make its criticisms

an a malarious, moist, and exhausting climate, and our authoritative. The Council has shown its wisdom this yearin a malarious, moist, and exhausting climate, and our 
by resolving to treat dispensaries in a conciliatory way.judgment in the matter has been fortified by the by resolving to treat dispensaries in a conciliatory way.

opinion expressed by several medical officers who took 
-

part in the late campaign. It is all very well to institute SANITARY PRECAUTIONS IN THE ARMY

a comparison between an issue of rum and a cup of hot ACAINST INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

coffee with some addition in the way of a biscuit and THE Army Circular issued by the War Office for the
meat; but how is the hot coffee to be prepared during a present month contains a clause embodying the measures
campaign ? We tried the effect on ourselves of a total to be adopted in the case of infectious fevers. These mea-
abstinence from alcoholic drinks for a brief period, and we sures do not materially differ from those previously in force.
must confess to having felt the loss of the two or three When a case of scarlatina occurs in quarters, the rooms are
glasses of wine of which we ordinarily partake in the to be vacated, and the windows kept open for as long a
twenty-four hours, and the withdrawal of the wine was not time as practicable to insure thorough ventilation; all the
followed by any increased appetite for solid food. The main carpets, bedding, &c., are to be thoroughly cleansed and
thing appears to be to avoid alcohol altogether except at disinfected; the furniture, floors, and woodwork are to be
meals, and then, of course, only to consume it in strict sponged and scrubbed ; the ceilings to be whitewashed, and
moderation. To " use a little wine for thy stomach’s the walls, if papered, are to be repapered, after the old
sake" is old and very safe advice, we suspect, for men who paper has been scraped off and removed. The proceedings
work hard with their brains or muscles, especially in the to be adopted in case of the occurrence of infectious diseases
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in barracks are very similar ; but when it is deemed neces- ministrative duties at Port Royal Hospital, where he was
sary to fumigate the room, this is directed to be done with called upon to meet the heavy responsibilities of no fewer
chlorine, nitrous acid, or sulphurous acid gas. From the than three epidemics of yellow fever, and not without severe
wording of the directions it would appear, however, as if domestic loss. Recently, in Haslar, he has had under his
the army medical authorities did not entertain a very high care all the naval invalids from the Ashantee war; and the

opinion of the efficacy of this fumigation; and we agree with high professional skill and zeal he brought to that task are
them. As regards bedding, clothing, &c., the methods sufficiently shown by the able communication from his pen
ordered to be adopted are-exposure to a dry heat of at that recently appeared in these columns upon the Gold Coast
least 250’Fahr. for not less than one hour, or the process of fever as it affected our sailors and marines. For all this,
boiling, or, where this is likely to injure the articles, they. and much more, Dr. Donnet has been indulged with a
are to be disinfected and steeped in boiling water. In all tenure of office for three years in a hospital at home, and is
cases subsequent exposure of the articles to the air is en- now relegated to the res angustce of half-pay. Truly his
joined before they are washed in the ordinary way. Articles reward must be drawn from his inner consciousness; and,
of a soldier’s kit that cannot be treated in this way are let it be added, from the sentiments of affectionate regard
directed to be removed to the hospital, where they are to for himself and high esteem for his professional qualities
be fumigated and exposed to the sun and air for a week, with which he has never failed to inspire all, whether patient
beaten, and brushed. The time during which the windows or colleague, who have enjoyed the privilege of either of
of an infected room are to remain open is not stated, and those connexions with him.
will depend, we presume, on the judgment of the medical If the Admiralty wish to rear and retain men of Dr.

officer; but it should be several days, and a fire should be Donnet’s stamp in the navy, they must adopt a very dif-
maintained in the room if it is intended to 11 flush it" with ferent style of treating arduous and distinguished services
air. than has of late years ruled their practice. Seniors must

- 

submit to whatever may be meted out to them, but they
THE NEW LICENSINC BILL AND THE will carry with them into the dreary flats of half-pay a

NEWCASTLE INFIRMARY. sense of slighted claims and of penurious treatment that
THE House Committee of the Newcastle Infirmary have will not make them enthusiastic in depicting to their juniors

set an example to all similar committees by petitioning the pathway they have themselves trodden, and which they
against the Bill of the Government proposing to extend the in turn will have to pursue-unless, indeed, it be made

drinking hours in public-houses. The House Committee smoother and more inviting by the introduction of a wiser
sets forth that 70 per cent. of persons suffering from acci- and more liberal policy by the present occupants of office.
dents received at night are brought into the infirmary drunk, &mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;

and that a large proportion of the remaining 30 per cent., FEMALE CRADUATES.
though not actually drunk, are more or less under the in- THE women have certainly got something more than thefluence of liquor. If the Government has elected in this 

thin edge of the wedge into the traditions of the University., , , ,, publicans and to disregard -. the public thin edge of the wedge into the traditions of the Universitymatter to please the publicans and to disregard the public, of London. For some time past they have enjoyed the there is, for the present, an end of the matter. But if it 
rare and enviable privilege of being allowed to present- , . , . 

present, 
. with all the respec tab le forces - rare and enviable privilege of being allowed to presentreally wishes to co-operate with all the respectable forces in themselves for examination in arts and science, but have,, .. ,. the ,. r. i . of -. drunkenness, themselves for examination in arts and science, but havethe country in abating the disgraceful vice of drunkenness, not hitherto been permitted to take degrees. This was felt

it will, even at the eleventh hour, respect such representa- by some to be a hardship and an injustice. Accordingly,tions as those of the,House Committee of the Newcastle at a meeting of Convocation held in January last, it was
Infirmary. Newcastle-on- Tyne has a population of 128,443. proposed that this disqualification should be removed, andThe House Committee of an infirmary is not apt to take at the adjourned debate on Tuesday last it was carried byextreme or sensational views of the licensing question, and 83 votes against 65, " That in the opinion of Convocation it. ,__ , refuse its sanction to any extension ,. 83 votes against 65," That in the opinion of Convocation itit begs the House to refuse its sanction to any extension of  is desirable that women should be permitted to take degreesthe hours for selling drink. The Committee says that of at the University of London:’ " The discussion on such an
the cases of accidents admitted last year, 367 were in a important motion was, as might be egpected, somewhat of intoxication.This is at the rate ’. day,and .. important motion was, as might be expected, somewhat state of intoxication. This is at the rate of one a day, and long and animated. The usual arguments for and against
implies an amount of facility for drunkenness which shows were freely used, but some of the speakers seemed to hit
that, whatever good work there is before the Conservative very freely used, but some of even of those who supportedGovernment, its assistance is not required to facilitate the proposition really appeared to be aware of the serious
drinking. Should the Government still persist in using its nature of the really appeared were attempting. For in-
great influence in pleasing the lowest section of publicans, nature there was considerable difficulty in making somethen we shall look to the House of Lords to save the country stance, there was to admit women to the degrees of thefrom this discreditable legislation. University was to open to them the professions of law

- 

and of medicine. In fact, an impression had possessed
THE NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. some of the arts’ graduates, and especially the mover of the

DR. J. L. DONNET, Deputy Inspector-General Royal Navy, proposition, that the University medical degrees were not
who has completed three years’ service at Haslar Hospital, qualifications to practise, or that, even if they were, women
has been superseded by Dr. T. R. Pickthorne, Deputy In- would not be able to use them, because in the Medical Act
spector-General, recently arrived in England from the Naval of 1858 the entrance of women into the medical profession
Hospital at Jamaica. Dr. Donnet has been actively em- was not contemplated, and that the Act speaks always of
ployed for more than two and thirty years, in the course of members of the male sex. This was, of course, protested
which he has served in every variety of climate, and seen against by the chairman, Dr. Storrar, who said that there
much and varied service. He was present at the operations was at least the name of one woman on the Medical Register.
on the coast of Syria and at the siege of Acre ; went through But not all those who voted for this motion were equally
the arduous duties of the Polar expedition ; was senior sur- ignorant. One reverend gentleman made a special point of
geon in the bloody but ill-fated attack on Petropauloski; it that women would be able to enter the medical pro-
had charge of the Naval Hospital at Lisbon; and on pro- fession, for which they were specially and peculiarly
motion was sent to assume the principal medical and ad- adapted. With the peculiar bias that usually appertains
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to the members of his cloth in medical matters, this neglected, the infants being entirely, or nearly so, under
gentleman argued that, as women are specially fitted the care of pauper nurses, an arrangement certainly not
for nurses, they would, &agrave; fortiori, become good medical at- encouraged even by the old Poor-law Board. One paid
tendants. He even endeavoured to raise the enthusiasm of nurse would seem to be attached to the nursery, but on the
his hearers by the use of poetry, and referred to the well- occasion of Dr. Bridges’ visit that lady, like Mrs. Harris,
known lines- was conspicuous by her absence. The matter has been re-

" when pain and anguish wring the brow, ferred, in the old routine manner, to the Visiting Committee.A mimstering angel thou ; 
We trust that the gentlemen forming this body will infuse 

.

though he ought to have quoted the preceding lines which some earnestness into the work before them. The ques-
describe woman as uncettalll, coy, and hard to please." tions of ventilation and space are the main ones which they
But this failing to produce any marked effect, he tried will have to consider.
other tactics, and called upon Convocation to disregard the &mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;

wailings and the jealousy of those who saw, in the future, OUR POLICY ON THE GOLD COAST.
an army of Amazons besieging their profession. This

gentleman was followed by Dr. Quain, who remarked on the THE country is to be congratulated on the sound policy
inconsistency of the last speaker in pointing out the special which the present Government proposes to adopt in regard
fitness of woman for a profession of which he knew nothing, to affairs on the Gold Coast-a policy which Lord Carnarvon
whilst he entirely overlooked the peculiar adaptability of expounded in the Upper House with singular clearness and
women for theological studies and pursuits. The question statesmanlike ability. With the political and commercial

really is not merely an examinational or an educational one, interests involved we have nothing to do ; indeed, as re-

but, as Dr. Quain argued, it attempts to subvert the dis- gards the latter, it is questionable whether these be not
tinctions existing between the sexes. The examinations of utterly insignificant compared with the loss of health and

the University of London are fitted as the highest type of life entailed by our occupation of so unhealthy a station.
educational tests for men; but is it reasonable to suppose During the late expedition we more than once adverted to

that they are also fitted for women? In vain did Mr. Crick- the fact that the maritime district was the most unhealthy
in his amendment, that no degree, but certificates only, one on the Gold Coast, and that Cape Coast Castle was about
should be given, and that women should be excluded from the worst position that could have been selected for the seat

examinations in law, medicine, and science-point out the of Government ; and we suggested the expediency of select-

absurdity of calling young women and maidens Bachelors ing some position as a sanatorium on more elevated ground
or Masters of Arts, of Law, or of Medicine. The medical further inland, from which the garrison at Cape Coast Castle

and legal elements were nonplussed by the clerical and could be fed. Lord Carnarvon proposes even a better course

arts graduates, but whether the Senate will see fit to -viz., that we should relinquish Cape Coast Castle in favour
sanction this resolution, or whether it will regard the of Elmina or Accra, and erect a station on the hills (where
warnings that have been given by the history of the Univer- the climate is known to be healthy), which should be to

sity of Edinburgh, remains to be seen. Elmina or Accra what Simla is to Calcutta. To thf natural
, 

____ 
effects of a bad climate we have superadded those arising
out of a total disregard for drainage and decency. Still, do

INFANTILE MORTALITY IN ST. PANCRAS what we may, there is no gainsaying the fact that the Gold
WORKHOUSE. Coast is a very pestilential climate. Europeans cannot exist

THE Local Government Board has again found occasion- there for any length of time, and our West Indian troops
and this time on ample grounds-to visit the St. Pancras fare no better. Under these circumstances, nothing can be
guardians with its displeasure. It really appears as if more judicious, on sanitary as well as on financial grounds,
nothing can go right in the workhouse of that large parish. than Lord Carnarvon’s proposal to have recourse to Houssas
We have over and over again endeavoured to draw the and native police.
attention of the guardians to the greatly overcrowded con- 

-

dition of the workhouse, and to the absolute necessity de- METEOROLOCY IN THE PROVINCES.
volving on them of making some provision for the inmates AT the beginning of the current year, the first number
in excess of the certified number, either by enlarging the of a small journal named The Fenland Meteorological Circular
building or farming out a few score of the paupers. No 

and Weather Report, edited by Mr. S. H. Miller, of Wisbech,
steps, as far as we are able to ascertain, have yet been taken was published in that town by Messrs. Leach. We are glad
in either of these directions. One result of this over- to draw attention to this very promising effort to record
crowding is now made painfully apparent. On a recent barometrical and other observations on the weather, and
visit by Dr. Bridges, one of the Local Government Board assure our readers that the report is, as to quality of matter
Inspectors, that gentleman found, on making examination and style of publication, well worthy of notice and imita-of the books, that during the past year there had been tion. Exact observations and records of this sort are very
either received into or born in the workhouse 407 infants, much required, and it would be well if the example set at
of whom 89 had died, giving a mortality of 215 per 1000 for Wisbech were followed in all districts of the kingdom. Such
the year. This is certainly a large death-rate, and one work would be invaluable to the officers of the Royal Ob-
calling for searching investigation into the condition of 

servatory and other scientific establishments.
infant life in the house. The infants appear to have been 

____

chiefly fed on preserved milk and pork, and some of the 
-

guardians are inclined to attribute the untoward results, for LEPROSY IN NORWAY.

which they are chiefly responsible, to the fact of the former A REPORT on Leprosy and Leper Asylums in Norway,
article being largely diluted with water. In spite of what presented to the Secretary of State for India, has just been
American physicians have written, we consider good con- prepared by Dr. Vandyke Carter, whose researches on
densed milk, such as is easily procurable now-a-days, to bo leprosy and on fungus foot in India are so well known.
a healthy food for children. Of the unsuitability of pork, Some months ago Dr. Carter went to Norway to examine
however, there cannot be two opinions-nothing worse could the working of the leper hospital and. leper asylums, and
well be given. has published his experience in the report. He asserts that
The nursing department appears to have been greatly leprosy may be checked, and in time entirely eradicated, by
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the sequestration of those afflicted, by which the possibility turned at 4.30 he found Mrs. Walker dead upon the sofa,
of hereditary transmission may be removed. Dr. Carter with her face livid, the handkerchief pressed close to

earnestly recommends that the principles which have been the face, and the mouth full of vomit. From this it seems

so successfully practised in Norway should be adopted in probable that suffocation may have been the immediate
India. He further urges that leper statistics should be cause of death. That the chloroform atmosphere inhaled
collected, that a leper census should be made yearly for ten must have been a very strong one appeared from the fact
years, both under medical supervision, that without delay that the nose and mouth were slightly blistered by its action.
leper hospitals should be established in or near localities The remark of the coroner, Dr. Elliott, that "no one should
where disease abounds, and that provision should be made venture to take chloroform in the absence of some other

for the erection of leper asylums in places already well person," is one in which we necessarily thoroughly concur.
known to be infested by lepers. But, to be successful, the &mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;

measure must be thoroughly carried out, half-measures THE OPHTHALMIC PLAQUE AT ANERLEY.

being fatal to success. ____ FROM a recent paragraph in The Times, it would seem that;

ST. CEORCE’S HOSPITAL. 
the experiment of removing the children of the Anerley

. 
schools affected with ophthalmia to Bow has not been suc-

ON Friday, the 8th inst., the governors of St. George’s cessful. The experiment is considered at an end, and the
Hospital determined to appoint a resident medical officer, children are returning, or have already returned. But the
who shall not be less than thirty years of age, at a salary ophthalmia is not at an end, and a large proportion even of
of X250 a year, increasing &pound;10 a year until it reaches X300 the children who were sent back certified to be fit for the
a year, with board and lodging. This appointment will in body of the school have shown signs of the disease almost
no way interfere with the annual selection of house- immediately. We sympathise with the managers. We
physicians and house-surgeons from among the pupils of can only make one suggestion-viz., that they put them-
the hospital. selves, in regard to this question, into the hands of a first-
Lord Bessborough, on behalf of the Weekly Board of rate consulting ophthalmic surgeon for six months, who

the Governors of St. George’s Hospital, writes to The Times should co-operate with the medical officer of the schools.
to allay the feeling of alarm caused in some quarters by the The members of the Board should stipulate for a weekly
necessity of taking up the drains of the building for the visit from the consultee, and be guided entirely by the
purposes of improvement. The hospital is to be thoroughly joint opinions of him and their medical officer.
repaired and painted, and this will occupy the time up to ____

August, after which glazed drain-pipes are to be substituted NOTES ON THE HEALTH SERVICE OF ARMIES
for the present brick drains, which will be at once tho- DURINC WAR.
roughly flushed and remain unused for two months previous WE are glad to observe that Surgeon-General Dr. C. A.to the commencement of the drainage works. Gordon has put together his very useful series of notes on

- 

this subject, which have already appeared in the pages of
THE COPPICE, NOTTINCHAM. this journal. The term "Health Service" is used as the

THE eighteenth annual report of this well-conducted nearest equivalent for the French " Service de Sante"; and
institution has just been issued. The Commissioners in Dr. Gordon has collated and epitomised a considerable

Lunacy state that the condition of the hospital and its amount of information as to the organisation and ad-
inmates reflects great credit on the medical superintendent ministration of the army sanitary services of Russia,
and all engaged in its management. During their visit Austria, Italy, Switzerland, the United States, and other
they saw evidences of kind and judicious treatment, and countries, which, but for this brochure, would not have been
received no complaint from any of the patients. No restraint accessible or easily reduced to a practical form.
or seclusion was employed during the past year. Dr. Tate, -

the superintendent, points out that the primary and most THE DWELLINCS OF THE POOR.

important object of the institution is the early treatment of IT is unnecessary for us to notice at any length the debate
acute and other cases in which there appears a fair pro- on this subject in the House of Commons, as we are taking
spect of recovery. We trust that Dr. Tate’s recommendation other means of laying the facts of the case in extenso before
on the necessity of enlarging the building-a recommenda- our readers. Mr. gay-Shuttleworth’s speech was an

tion that is supplemented and enforced by the Commis- accurate and able exposition of the whole question, and
sioners in Lunacy-will obtain the early and favourable should he succeed in stirring up the Government to interest
consideration of the governors, who have the clear duty itself in this most important social problem, he will have

before them of carrying out the required improvement. done much to lay a solid foundation upon which to build his
Such asylums as the Coppice, in which patients are received reputation as a member of Parliament. The unanimity of
who, while above the pauper class, are yet unable to pay the House on the question was encouraging, and the speech
the whole expense of their maintenance, are beginning to of the Home Secretary is, we hope, merely the forerunner of
be widely appreciated. We would like to see a larger num- vigorous action on the part of the Government.’ 

ber of similar institutions in this country. &mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;

- SMALL-POX IN BIRMINCHAM.
DEATH FROM CHLOROFORM AT CARLISLE. THE importance of united medical action has recently
THE Carlisle Patriot for May 8th contains the particulars been well exemplified in reference to the selection of a site

of a melancholy accident whereby Mrs. Walker, the wife of for a special hospital for contagious diseases in Bir-
a medical man, met her death on the 5th instant. It mingham.
appeared from the evidence that the unfortunate lady was The Town Council, acting on the advice of the Sanitary
occasionally in the habit of inhaling chloroform to relieve Committee, last week decided to purchase premises in a
the pain of facial neuralgia; that after an early dinner at populous district within half a mile of the Town Hall, and
2 o’clock, and after Dr. Walker had left the house on profes- to convert them into a hospital for the reception of the
sional business, she lay upon the sofa and was seen inhaling numerous cases of small-pox now lying scattered in various
chloroform from a handkerchief. When Dr. Walker re- quarters of the town. The recommendation of the medical
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officer of health was in favour of this site, but medical THE occasion of the annual oration given last week before
opinion in the town was so strongly adverse to it that a the Medical Society of London, by Mr. Brudenell Carter,
memorial setting forth the impolicy of planting such a was followed by a conversazione, which was very largely
source of contagion in the centre of the town was at once attended by members of the profession. Interesting objects
prepared and presented to the Corporation, and as it bore and curiosities from various parts of the world were ex.
the signatures of most of the physicians and surgeons of hibited, and excellent microscopes and other instruments,
eminence connected with the medical charities of the town, by London makers, were shown, while valuable pictures by
it carried due weight with the Town Council, and they Sir Henry Thompson, Drs. Wynn Williams, Hare, and
have wisely determined to abandon the proposed site, and Ambler were placed on view. Altogether the meeting was
to advertise for a more suitable one beyond the limits of a highly successful one, and reflected great credit on all
the borough, and remote from the busy haunts of men. concerned in its arrangement.

IN answer to a question in the House of Commons last AMONG the items of news brought by the last mail from
week, Sir M. Beach said vaccine lymph was supplied 

the Mauritius we have received an account of the late

gratuitously to registered medical practitioners in Great hurricane, which did so much damage to many buildings
Britain by the medical officer of the Privy Council. It was and to the sugar-canes of that island, as well as some intel-
supplied gratuitously in the same way to registered medical ligence as to the results of the employment of the Eucalyptus
practitioners in Ireland until August, 1871, but the main globulus, as a substitute for quinine, in the treatment of
source of supply had been the Dublin Cow-pock Institution, 

fevers of the intermittent type. It seems that the results

which received 

j i grant of &pound;400 for Ireland .a i 
have not been favourable to the new remedy, and that re-’which received an annual grant of &pound; 400 for Ireland alone, have not been favourable to the new remedy, and that re-

and supplemented this fund by the sale of the lymph to course had ultimately to be had to quinine in the cases
persons applying first, and by getting subscriptions from 

wherein the eucalyptus had been employed.
unions and dispensing districts. Since January, 1864, when IT would appear from a St. Petersburg paper that it isthe Compulsory Vaccination Act came into operation, the in contemplation to establish in that city a huge pharmacymedical officers of dispensaries, who are the public vaccma- for supplying the poorer classes with genuine medicinaltors throughout Ireland, have for the most part derived agents at fixed and reasonable prices. Vouchers for obtain.
their supplies from other sources-that is to say, they have ing the remedies will be distributed by members of the 
vaccinated, as far as practicable, from arm to arm, and have medical profession-a most wise provision, as it appears to
stored lymph for future use in Husband’s capillary tubes, us. The benefits of the institution will not, we hope, be which are provided for them by the guardians. .1.he change usurpe d b y well-to-do persons to the prejudice of the really 
was made in August, 1871. An epidemic of small-pox pre- poor-a state of things that often obtain among certainvailed to a considerable extent at that time, and although cities westward of Russia. 

that often obtams among certam

it increased subsequently, yet it decreased in 1873 to the 
ci ties west ward of Russia &mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;

extent of one-sixth of the cases of the previous year, and it ON Tuesday last, Professor Owen distributed to the
is still decreasing. It will be carefully considered whether students of King’s:College Hospital the prizes and certifi-
it is possible to allow Irish medical practitioners the same cates of honour obtained during the past winter session, on
facilities for obtaining a gratuitous supply of vaccine which occasion the veteran biologist delivered a brilliant
lymph as are enjoyed in England. and instructive address. Professor Owen is so seldom heard

’&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash; in public now, that it is a source of sincere regret to us
THE Sanitary Commissioner of the Punjab, in his last that we cannot reproduce in our columns his speech at

report, dwells on the fact that the people of the province King’s College. ____

are rapidly learning to appreciate the value of vaccination. 
-

The most ignorant of the villagers are becoming convinced AT a meeting of the Sedgwick Testimonial Committee,
that they have in the operation a sure means of saving their held on Tuesday last, at Cambridge, under the presidency
children from the risks and miseries of small-pox, and, when of Professor Humphry, it was reported that over &pound; 10,000
an outbreak of the disease declares itself, make urgent appli- had been promised, and over R9000 paid, towards the

cation for the aid of vaccinators. A great deal of this purpose of erecting a geological museum in the University,
change of feeling is due to the example and precept of which is to bear the name of the late Professor Sedgwick.
native gentlemen. Perhaps these intelligent Hindoos will 

&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;

shortly commisserate the condition of certain sections of AT a meeting of the Royal Society, held on April 30th, the

English society, and visit us in order to remove the blind names, among others, of the following candidates recom-

prejudices existing against vaccination ? mended by the Council were read : - Prescott Gardner

____ Hewett, F.R.C.S., Thomas Lauder Brunton, M.D., and

MB. PETER PARRY has been elected to the;office of Coroner Henry Wyldbore Rumsey, M.D., F.R.C.S. The election

for Flintshire, in place of the late Peter Parry, Esq., sur- will take place in June. 
____

geon, Mold,-at the time of his death the oldest coroner in THE Chancellor of the Exchequer will shortly lay beforethe kingdom. If we are well informed, the new coroner, the House of Commons a statement showing the total who used to be deputy coroner, is by education almost a number of pauper lunatics in each of the three divisions of- . - We congra tu lates him on his appoi- 
ntmen t number of pauper lunatics in each of the three divisions ofmedical man. 

. 

We congratulate him on his appointment, the United Kingdom, and the proportional sums whichand would wish that he were not only almost but altogether would be paid to each division by the new arrangementa qualified medical man. Mr. Parry’s competitor was Mr.proposed by him. each division by the new arrangemenW. R. Williams, solicitor, Rhyl. proposed by him. 
-

&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;’ MR. CovPrER-TEnzrLE has given notice in Parliament
MR. SCLATER-BoOTH has promised to introduce an amend- that he will, on June 9th, call attention to the disabilities

ment into the Public Health Act, by which rural and urban of female medical students, and move a resolution thereon.
sanitary authorities will have jurisdiction over polluted &mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;

private wells. At present, no matter how impure and con- IN accordance with a resolution agreed to at the Comitia
taminated the water may be, the [sanitary] bodies cannot held on the 30th ult., a banquet will be given at the College
prevent its use if the supply is not public. of Physicians on Wednesday, June 24th.
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WE are glad to say that at a meeting of governors the
ill-drawn and antiquated rule respecting the qualification
of physicians to the Nottingham Hospital was altered so as
to admit graduates of any university of the United Kingdom.
This change is in accordance with the views we expressed
on the subject. ___

WE understand that small-pox has broken out among the
Third Lancashire Militia Regiment, which lately mustered
at Preston for the annual training, and that there are now
eight or ten of the men laid up in the Preston Infirmary
suffering from the disease. ___

LA Soci&eacute;t&eacute; Nationale d’Encouragement au Bien of Paris
has conferred the civic crown-the highest honour it can
bestow - upon Dr. Brochard, of Lyons, late Director of
Nurseries and Creches, for his works on the management
and education of children. 

____

THE Sunderland Infirmary lately received the munificent
gift of jglOOO from Mr. Alderman Tyzack, and the governors
of the institution have resolved to name a ward after the
donor. The same benevolent gentleman has also founded a
dispensary at Monkwearmouth, at a cost of .81500.

AN address of congratulation was presented on Wednes-
day, the 6th inst., to the Duke of Abercorn, from the Council
and Fellows of the College of Physicians, Ireland.

DEBATE ON VIVISECTION AT THE MEETING
OF CONVOCATION OF THE UNIVERSITY

OF LONDON.

AFTER the other business of the meeting had been dis-
posed of,
Mr. R. H. HUTTON, M.A., moved-,, That this House earn-

estly requests the Senate not to allow painful experiments
on living animals, when not intended to be remedial or cura-
tive, to be in any case carried on in the physiological labo-
ratory of the Brown Institution ; (1) because such experi-
ments are so far from being sanctioned by the late Mr.
Brown’s will, that he distinctly directed that kindness to
the animals committed to the charge’ of the superintend-
ent should be r a general principle of the Brown Institu-
tion’ ; (2) because such experiments, wherever their subjects
are domestic animals,’ are in all probability in contraven-
tion of the 2nd section of the 12th and 13th of Victoria, cap.
92; (3) because the connexion of this University with
experiments of the vivisectional kind would be detrimental
to its honourable position, and an outrage on the principles
of a large class of its graduates: ’-In moving the resolu-
tion, Mr. Hutton urged as sufficient justification for such an
action that experiments of this nature have been made at
the Brown Institution, have been defended by the Senate
of the University, and that no guarantee has been given
that they will not be repeated. With regard to the first
argument, it was true a legal opinion had been taken on
the subject, and it was thought that there was nothing in
Mr. Brown’s will which forbad such experiments; but it was
certain Mr. Brown founded the hospital to alleviate the 
sufferings and cure the diseases of animals, and it was a
perversion of his intention to induce in them artificial dis-
eases, and to perform on them experiments, even though
great scientific results might thereby be obtained. Such 
experiments were actuated by love of men, as distinguished 
from love of animals, but the experimenters ought to go 1
further and advocate the performance of the same class of l
experiments on human beings, as, for instance, on prisoners <

or on certain slaves, experiments which would, so far as <

human diseases were concerned, be more valuable than those 
on animals. Mr. Brown was a benevolent man, and in 1
spirit such experiments were a perversion of his trust, and 
he (Mr. Hutton) hoped that in that manner they might for- ]
feit the trust altogether. Another lawyer, if consulted, t
would probably give a different opinion.’and it was impos- 

sible to anticipate how the verdict of judges would go. Being
made on domestic animals, the experiments involved a
breach of the law. The Bill referred to, when passed, had
been discussed in the House of Commons with a special view
to these questions, and a provision introduced without any

. consideration of motive against the " torture " of animals.
The law had not been put in force on account of the diffi-
culty of obtaining information within one month of the
commission of the offence, the period within which only
conviction can be obtained. Thirdly, the University of
London covered in its freedom all moral opinions and re-
ligious beliefs, and yet they were committing themselves to
the single creed of a belief in vivisection. Admitting that
the majority were in favour of vivisection, it was a mons-
trous infliction on the minority to identify the University
with a positive creed of this kind.
Mr. ROBERT HARROP, M.A., seconded the resolution.
A letter was then read from Dr. Burdon-Sanderson, Pro-

fessor at the Brown Institution, which stated that although
physiological experiments, mainly those by Dr. Ferrier,
had been performed at the institution, it was not intended to
continue them, and they had not been done in the labora-
tory of the institution, which was used exclusively for in-
vestigations relating to the nature and treatment of disease.
In these slight operations were occasionally necessary, and
it was unquestionably necessary sometimes to induce disease
artificially; but no animal confided to care as a patient had
ever been subjected to scientific investigation, but received
as much attention as could be given to human beings.
Mr. F. HERSCHEL, Q.C., B.A., asked the House to consider

what reasons had been given for agreeing to a resolution
which was virtually a vote of censure on the Senate,
which implied that cruel vivisectional experiments had
been and were about to be carried out, and that with
the sanction of the Senate. A very eminent legal
opinion, that of the present Vice-Chancellor Hall, had
been given that the experiments as performed involved
no breach of the trust. In Mr. Brown’s will was a

special provision for the 11 purchase of diseased or injured
animals, or their carcasses, for the promotion of science."
It was said that all Mr. Brown had in view was a hospital
for the cure of animals, but he distinctly said in his will
that he had another object in his mind. If it were true that
for the promotion of science the most valuable thing were
to make experiments, was not that one object which
Mr. Brown had in his mind when he made his will ?
Mr. Brown was farther seeing than Mr. Hutton gave him
credit for, and his motives and objects more truly benevo-
lent than Mr. Hutton imagined. Secondly, they were asked
to affirm the extraordinary proposition that something was
in all probability the law ! As a lawyer, he himself should
say that it was clearly and unquestionably not the law. The
words of the Act were: ,If anyone shall cruelly beat, ill-
treat, overdrive, or torture." Mr. Hutton had affirmed that
the subject of vivisection was in the mind of those who
passed the measure, but from the collocation of words, he
(Mr. Herschell) would have said that Parliament had in its
mind costermongers rather than physiologists. Surely the
word " cruelly" altered the whole aspect of the sentence.
According to Johnson and Webster, the word cruel implies
the infliction of pain for the pleasure it affords. Obviously
the word was introduced for the very purpose of implying

! that there might be a justification for the doing that which
caused pain. In spite of the occasional differences among
lawyers, he would venture to say that Mr. Hutton would
not find a single judge who would take his view of the Act.
Thirdly, who asked the University to pledge itself ? He
must protest against a majority being asked on such a
question to give way to a minority, which was what Mr.
Hutton desired. Everything was a question of principle,
or might be made so, and a man had only to say he
objected on principle, and the majority must give way
to the minority. The experiments were made as pain-
less as possible, and only made to discover the causes of
disease and its prevention, and not for mere scientific
curiosity. They were asked to affirm the principle that it
was wrong to give pain to any animal for the benefit of
humanity, however great. Surely such a principle could
not be maintained, for it was contravened every day when
pain was inflicted on animals in killing them for food. If,
then, it was not a wrong but a right thing, and was within
the terms of the will, those who had charge of the institu-


